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Predicting the development of interrogative forms and 2 functions in early years: a corpus-based study of between Cantonese-and English-speaking young children (Li et al., ) .
58
But it might also be caused by the age differences in samples or the 59 linguistic differences between English and Cantonese. 'who'), question forms (i.e. the 'A-not-A' construction), question mood 71 particle (i.e. ma), and intonation (Gao, ) . The various combinations of 72 these members could make a question ambiguous and even controversial 198 between early TV exposure and language development (Barr, Lauricella, 199 Zack Table  , the average age of each group was very close to their target 234 age, except for group  whose average age was ;. This is because the 235 sampling was carried out very early in the first semester, so most of the 236 kindergarteners had not achieved the target age. All the participants were 237 native speakers of Mandarin, and their parents and teachers also spoke
Mandarin at home and at preschool, respectively. Most of the parents were 239 degree holders, and some children had taken extracurricular activities and 240 private tutoring in the early years (see Table  
Time father staying with kid (hour/day)
Average number of Chinese books (SD)
Average number of English books (SD)
Parent's TV viewing time (hour/ day)
Child's TV viewing time (hour/ day) forms between the ages of ; and ; in Mandarin-speaking children.
381
Last, gender differences were explored with a set of one-way ANVOAs.
382
All the interrogative forms appeared to be quite evenly distributed 383 between girls and boys, except for the wh-questions. A significant gender 384 difference was found in the distribution of wh-questions (F(,) = ·, 385 p < ·), with the girls (%) tending to ask a greater proportion of 386 wh-questions than the boys (·%) (see Table  ). In summary, a 387 significant age effect was found in interrogative forms, and the period 388 between the ages of ; and ; was identified as critical in the early 389 acquisition of interrogative forms.
390
The development of interrogative functions
391
As can be seen in Table  , all the interrogative functions produced by the 392 participants could be placed into the three major categories suggested by 393 Chouinard (): (i) information-seeking (request for information, RfI),
394
(ii) action-beseeching (request for action, RfA), and (iii) non-information-395 seeking. It was found that the interrogatives in early childhood Mandarin 396 served the function of soliciting information (·%) more often than the TA B L E  . Age differences in interrogative form and function
The percentages in brackets were calculated just for each age group. tending to make more requests for information than the boys (·%). As 415 shown in Figure  , older children tended to make more requests for action 416 by asking questions, but fewer requests for information. In summary, a 417 significant age effect was found in interrogative functions, and a significant 418 gender difference was only found in the distribution of RfI. Also, between TA B L E  . Gender differences in interrogative form and function
E A R L Y I N T E R R O G A T I V E D E V E L O P M E N T I N M
The percentages in brackets were calculated just for each gender group.
L I E T A L .
 419 the ages of ; and ; seemed to be the critical developmental period for 420 interrogative functions.
421
The form-function preference in Mandarin interrogatives
422
As shown in Table  Chinese literacy, parent-child conversation time, and TV watching time 447 were entered.
E A R L Y I N T E R R O G A T I V E D E V E L O P M E N T I N M A N D A R I N


448
The change in R  between the four steps indicated that: (i) the age and 
Request for action
Non-information seeking
The percentages in brackets were calculated for each type of interrogative form.
L I E T A L . NOTES: * p < ·; ** p < ·; *** p < ·. The present study found that the Mandarin-speaking children produced five 485 types of Mandarin interrogative forms, but not the three complicated forms.
E A R L Y I N T E R R O G A T I V E D E V E L O P M E N T I N M
486
In addition, the study found a significant age effect in interrogative forms however, were inconsistent with those of our previous study on early 491 Cantonese interrogatives (Li et al., ) found that the ; age group produced many more wh-questions (·%) 549 than the other age groups (ranging between ·% and ·%). More 550 studies, however, are also needed to identify the real causes.
Second, the present study found that girls tended to make more requests 633 Second, the present study found that the more the parent-child 634 conversation time, the fewer the interrogative types produced by the child. 
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